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By Iaac Bickerftaf Ela; 





Quicquid agunt Homines noftri Farrago Libelii. 





From Thefday September 13. to Thurfday September 15. 1709. 


From my own Apartment, September 14: 


HE Proerefs of our Fndeavours will of 
Neceflity be very much interrupted, ex- 
cept the learned World will pleate to 
fend their Lifts to the Chamber of Fame 
with all Expedition. There is nothing 

can fo much contribute to create 2 noble Emula- 

tion in our Youth, than the honourable Mention 
of fuch whofe Actions have outliv’d the Injuries 
of Time, and recommended themfelves fo far to 
the World, that it is become L ng, to know 
the leaft Circumitance of their Affairs. It isa great 

Incentive to, fee, that fome Men have rais‘d them- 

felves fo highly above their Fellow Creatures ; that 

the Lives of ordinary Men are fpent in Inqui- 
ries after the particular Actions of ‘the moft Jl- 
luftrious. True it-is, that without the Impulfe to 

Fame and Reputation, Indu@ry would ftag- 

nate, and that lively Defire of pleafing each other 

die away: This Opinion was fo eftablifh’d in the 

Heathen World, that their Senfe of Living appear’d 

infipid, except their Being was enliven‘d with a 

Confcioufnels, that they were efteem’d by the reft 

of the World. Upon — the es 

of Men’s Fame for my Table of Twelve, Lthought 
it no ill Way, fince I had laid it down for a Rule, 

That they were to be rarik’d fimply as they were 

famous, without Regard to their Virtue, to ask 

my Sifter fem ’s Advice, and particularly men- 
tion’d to her the Name of Ariforle. She immedi- 
ately told me, he was a very great Scholar, and 
that the had read him at the Boarding-Schtol. She 
certainly meansa Trifle fold by the Hawkers, call’d, 
‘Arijiotle's Problems. But this raisd a great Scru- 
ple in me, Whether a Fame increas'd by Impo- 
fition of others is to be added to his Account, 
or that thefe Excrefcencies, which grow out of his 
real Reputation, and give Encouragement to others 
to-pafs Things under the Covert of his Name, 
fhould ‘be confider’d in giving him his Seat in the 

Chamber ? This Punctilio is refer’d to the Learned, 

In the mean Time, fo ill-natur’d are Mankind, that 

1 believe I have Names already fent me fufficient to 

fill up my Lifts for the dark Room, and every 

one is apt enough to fend in their Accounts of 111 

Defervers. This Malevolence does not proceed 

from a real Diflike of Virtue, but a diabolical 

Prejudice againft it, which makes Men wil- 

ling to deftroy what they care not to imitate. Thus 

you fee the greatelt Characters among your Ac- 

Guaintance, and thofe. you live with, are traduc’d 

irtue, who never mention 





fhall not give the World much Trouble about 
filling my Tables for thofe of evil Fame, for 
I hase fome Thoughts of clapping up the Shar- 
pers there as faft as I can lay hold of ‘em. At pre- 
fent, I am employ’ in looking over the feveral 
Notices which { have receiv’d of their Manner of 
terity, and the Way at Dice of making all 
ugg, as the Cant is. The whole Art of fecuring 

a Die has lately been feat me by a Perfon who 
was of the Fraternity, but is difabled by the Lois 
of a Finger, by. which Means he cannot, as he us'd 
to do, fecure a Die. But I am very much at a Lofs 
how to call fome of the Fair Sex, who are Accom- 


plices with the Knights of Indufry ; for my Meta+ 
phorical Dogs are eafily enough underftood ; but 
the Feminine Gender of Dogs has fo harfh a Sound, 
that we know not how to name it. But I am cre- 
dibly inform’d, that there are Female Dogs as vo- 
racious as the Males, and make Advances to young 
Fellows, without any other Defign- but coming to 
a Familiarity with their Purfes. I have alfo long 
Lifts of Perfons of Condition, who are certainly 
of the fame Regiment with thefe Bandicti, and ins 
ftruinental to their Cheats upon undifcerning Men 
of their own Rank; and add their good Reputa- 
tion to carry on the Impoftures of thofe, whofe 
very Names would otherwite be Defence enough 
againft falling into their Hands. But for the Ho- 
nour of our Nation, thefe thall be unmention’d, 
provided we hear. no move of fuch Practices, and 
that they fhall not from hence-torward fuffer the 
Society of fuch, as they know to be the common 
Enemies of Order, Diicipline, and Virtue. If it 
prove that they go on in encouraging them, they 
muft be proceeded againft according to Jevere(t 
Rules of Hiftory; where all is to be laid before the 
World with Impattiality, and without Refpect 
to Perfons. 
So.let the ftricken Deer go weep. 


Will's Coffee-honfe, September 14. 
I find left here for me the following Epiftle : 


SIR, 


¢ Having lately, read yout Difcourfe about the 
‘ Family of Trubies, wherein you obferve,that 
« there are fome who fall into Laughter out of a 
« certain Benevolence in their Temper, and not out 
« of the ordinary Motive, viz. Contempt and Tri- 
« umph over the Imperfections of others ; 1 have 
« conceived a good Idea of your Knowledge of 
« Mankind. And as you have a Tragy-comick Ge- 
¢ nius, I beg the Favour of you to give us your 
« Thoughts of a quite ditferent Effect, which alto is 
, oniia by other Motives than what are common- 
;« ly taken Notice of. What I would have you 
, treat of, is, the Caufe of fhedding Tears. I defire 

you would difcufs it a little, with Obfervations 
© upon the various Occafions which provoke us to 
* that Expreffion of our Concern, &c. 


To obey this complaifant Gentleman, I know no 
Way fo fhert as examining the various Touches of 
my own Bofom, on feveral Occurrences ina lon 
Lite, to the Evening of which I am arriv’d, at- 
ter as many various Incidents as any Body has 
met with. [ have often reflected, that there isa 
great Similitude in the Motions of the Heart in 
Mirth and in Sorrow ; and I think the ufual Occa- 
fion of the latter, as well as the former, is fome- 
thing which is fudden and unexpected. The Mind 
has not a iuficient Time to recollect its Force, .and 
immediately gufhes into Tears betore we can utter 
our felyes by Speech or Complaint. The moit no- 
torious Cauies of thete Drops from our Eyes, are 
Pity, Sorrow, Joy, and Reconciliation. The Fair 
Sex, who are made of Man, and ‘not of Earth, 
have a more delicate Humanity than we have, and 
Pity is the moft common Caute of their Tears: For 
as we are luwardly compos'd of an Aptitude to eve- 

ty 








ry Circumftance of Life ; aud every Thing that be- 
falls any one Perfon, might have happen‘d .to any 
other of human Race ;. Seif-love, and a Senfe of the 
Pain we our felves fhould {uffer in the Circumftan- 
ces of any whom we pity, is the Caufe of that 
Compatfion. Such a Reflection im the Brealt of a 
Woman,immediately inclines her to Tears; but in 
a Man, it makes him think how {uch a one ought 
to aét on that Occafion, fuitable to the Dignity 
‘of his Nature. Thus a Woman is ever moved for 
thofe whom the héars lament, and a Man for thofe 
whom he obferves to fuffer in Silence. It 1s a 
Man’s-own Behaviour in the Circumftances he is un- 
der which procures him the Efteem of others,and not 
meerly the Affi¢tion it felf which demands our 
Pity : For we never give a Man that Paffion which 
he falls into for himfelf. He that commends him- 
felf, never purchafes our Applaute; nor he who be- 
wails himfelf, our Pity. Going through an Al- 
ley the other Day, J ob{ervd a noify impu- 
dent Beggar bawl out, That he was wounded in a 
_ Merchant-man ; That he had loft his poor Limbs, 
and fhow’d a Leg clouted up. All that pafsd by, 
made what Haft they. could out of Sight and Hear- 
ing; but a Poor Fellow at the End of the Paflage, 
with a rufty Coat, a melancholy Air, and a foft 
Voice, defir'd “em to look upon a Man not usd to 
beg.. The latter receiv'd the Charity of almoft every 
one that went by. The Strings of the Heart, which are 
to be touch’d to give us Compaffion, are not fo 
play’d on but by the fineft Hand. We tee in Tragi- 
cal Reprgfentations, it is not the Pomp of Language, 
or Magnificence of Drefs, in which the Paflion is 
we that touches fenfible Spirits, but fome- 
thing of a plain and fimple Nature which breaks 
in upon our Souls, by that Simpathy which is given 
us-for our mutual Good-will and Service. In the 
Trajédy of Mackbeth, where Wilks aéts the Part of 
a Man whofe Family has been murder’d in his Ab- 
fence, the Wildnefs of his Paffion, which is run o- 
ver ina Torrent of calamitous Circumt{tances, does 
but taife my Spirits and give me the Alarm; but 
when he skilfully feems to be out of Breath, and 
is brought too low to fay more; and upon a ie- 
cond Reflection, cry, only wiping his Eyes, What, 
both my Children ! Both, both my Children gone-- 
There is no refifting a Sorrow which feems to have 
caft about for all: the Reafons poffible for its Confo- 
lation, but has no Recourfe. There is not one left, 
but both, both are murder’d! Such fudden Starts 
ffoin the Thread of the Difourfe, arid a plain Senti- 
ment exprefs'd in an artlefs Way, are -the_ irrefifti- 
ble Strokes of Eloquence and Poetry. The fame 
great Matter, Shakefpeare, can afford us Inftances of 
ail the Places where our Souls are acceffible, and 
ever commands our Tears: But it is to be obierv'd, 
that he draws’em from fome unexpected Source, 
which feems not wholly of a Piece withthe Dif- 
courfe. Thus, when Brutus and Caffias had a De- 
bate in the Tragedy of Cefar, and rofe to warn 
Language againi{t each other, infomuch that it had 
almoft come to fomething that might be fatal, “till 
they recollected themfelves ; Brutus does more than 
make an Apology for the Heat he had been in, by 
faying, Porcia is dead--- Here Caffius is all Tender- 
nels, and ready to diffolve, when he confiders, 
that the Mind of his Friend had been employ’d on 
the greateft Affliction imaginable, when he had 
been adding to it by a Debate on Trifles ; which 
ymikes him in the Anguifh of his Heart cry out, 
How fcap'd LE killing when J thus provok'd you ? 
This is an Incident which moves the Soul 1n all its 
Sentiments ; aud Caffivs’s Heart was at once touch’d 
with all the foft Pangs of Pity, Remorfe, and Re- 
‘conciliation. It is faid indeed by Horace, If you 
would have me weep, you mult firft weep your 
felt. This is not literally true, for it would have 
been as rightly faid, if we obferve Nature, That I 
fhall certainly weep,if you do not; But what is in- 
tended by that Expreffion, is, That it is not poffible 
to give Fuilion, except you fhow that you fuffer 
your felf. Therefore the true Art feems to be, that 
when you would have the Perfon you reprefeut 
paced, you mutt fhow him at once, m the highett 
«Grief and Strugling, to bear it with Decency and 
“Patience. In this Cafe, we figh for him, and 
give lim every Groan he ‘upprefles. [> re- 





iuember, when I was young enough to follow 


the Sports of the Field, 
off at the Death ‘of a’ Deer, when I have feen the 
Animal in an Affli¢tion which appear’d human 
without the leaft Noife, let fall Tears when he 
was reduc’d to Extremity ; and I have thought of 
the Sorrow I faw him in when his Haunch came 
to the Table. But our Tears are not given only t6 
Objects of Pity , but the Mind has Recourle to 
that Relief in afl Occafions which give us much 
Emotion. Thus, to be apt to thead Tears, is a Sign 
of a great as well as little Spirit. 1 have heard 
fay, the prefent Pope never pafics through the Peo- 
ple, who always kncel in Crowds and ask his Be, 
‘nediction, but the Tears are {cen to flow trom his 
Eyes. This mutt proceed from an Linagination, 
that he is the Father of all thofe People, and that 
he is touch’d with fo extenfive a Benevolence, that 
it breaks out into a Paflion of Tears. You {ee 
Friends, who have been long abfent, tranfported 
in the fame Manner: A Thoufand little linages 
crowd upon ‘em at their Meeting, as all the Joys 
and Griefs they have known during their Separa- 
tion; and in one Hurry of Thought, they conceive 
how they {hould have participated in thofe Occa- 
fions ; and weep, becauie their Minds are too full 
to wait the flow Expreffion of Words. 


His Lacrymis Vitam damus, & mifercfcinus ultro, 


There is lately broke loofe from the London Pack, 4 
very tall dangerous Biter, He is now at the Bath, and 
it’s feared will make. a damnable Havock amongf the 
Game. His Manner of Biting is new, and call’d the 
Top. He fecures, one Die betwixt bis two Fi 
other is fix'd, by'the Help of & famous Wax invented 
an Apothecary, fince a Gamefter ; a little of which 
puts upon his Fore-finger, and that holds the Die in the 
Box at his Devotion. Great Sums have been lately won 
by thefe Ways ; but it is oy a this Hint of his Mam 

¢ 


Cheating’ will open the Eyes of many who are every 
Dy impos'd upon. ' 
here is now in the Prefs, and will be fuddenly Pub 


lifb'd,*a Book, enti?'d, An Appendix to. the Con- 


tempt of the Clergy, wherein will be fet forth at large, 


That all our Diffentions are ening to the Lazinefs of Pers 
Sons in the facred Atinifiry , and that none of the prefent 
Schifms could have crept into the Flock, bur by the Negs 


_ of the Paftors. There is a i apr in thit - 


reatife, proving, That the Pretences made by the Prief- 
hood from Tint Time that the Church was in Daren 
is only aTrick to make the Laity paffionate for thas of 


which they themfelves have been neg 1 ia The whole - 


concludes with an Exhortation to the Clergy, to the Stue 
dy of Eloquence, and —_ of Piety, as the only Me- 
thod to fupport the higheft of all Honours, that of a 
Pricft, who lives and atts according to his Charatter, 


Advertifements. 


. Jut Publifh’d, 
Ht XOIPOXOPOT PASTA: Sive, Hoglandia 
Defcriptiv. _Plaudite Porcelli Porcornm pigra Propago. 
Eleg. Poet. Sold by J. Morphew near Srationers-Hall, 
‘ jut pubhsih'd, 

*.” The SEVENTH VOL, t the Works of Mr. Wo. 
Shakefpeare: Containing, Yenus and Adonis, Tarquin apd Lu- 
crece; and his Mifcellany Poems, with Critical Rgmearks on 
all his Plays. By fOveral Hands, To which » pretix’d, an 
Eflay on the_Art, Rife, and Progrefs, of theStage in Greece, 
Rome, and‘England ; its diffsrent Encoragements, Perteciions, 
and Defects. Printed tor E. CurlLae the lial and B.bie againit 
St. Dunftan’s Church, and &, Sanger at the Pott-houle,in Fleet- 
ftreer. Pros g NL B, Volume is printed gxactly as the 
Plays, and fome.on large Paper to compleat Seis, at 7 s. aad 
6 A: bre ‘ 

“«’ The Moft Noble Volatile Smelling-Bottle in the World; 
which {mell’d to, Momentarily {zehes the molt difmal Fantings, 
or Swooning Fits, and in 3- Minute removes Flufhings, Vapouis, 
Dulnefs, Head-Ach, Megrims, &c. It takes off all Heavy Sleepi- 
/nefs, retards Swoonings, keeps up the Spirits toa Miracie ; and 
by ite ‘Ufe admits of no Faintings, but invigorates and enlivens 
the whole Man, recreates and makes cheartil alehough never fo 
fad, and in a Moment raifcs all che fenfitive Faculties, It’s alfo 
to be taken inwe pe! Drops, which effectually takes off and 
cradicates the very Cauieé ; for it porently relieves, comforts, and 
ftrengehens che Brain,creates and corroburates a Stomach,removes 
Sickazfs from it, helps Digeition, cleanfes the Blood; and io 
a Word, is the greatelt Cephalick, Stomatick, Hepatick, and 
powerful Aromatick poffible; therefore is extream neceflary tor 
all Gentlemen, Ladies, dc. always to be carried in their Poc- 
kets. Is only fold at Mr. King’s, Piture-fhop, in the Poulery, and 
at = irae at the ; j 
St. Dunttan’s Church in Fleet-ftreet, at 2s, and 6.4- each 
with printed Diredtions. ' ” = 





Sold by Fob Morphew near Stationers-Hally where Advertifements are taken in. 
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